
 

 

 

March is Women’s History Month in the United States 
 
 

Presidential Proclamation on Women’s History Month 

Obama pays tribute to women who helped preserve, protect the environment 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

With passion and courage, women have taught us that when we band together to advocate for our 

highest ideals, we can advance our common well-being and strengthen the fabric of our nation. 

Each year during Women's History Month, we remember and celebrate women from all walks of life 

who have shaped this great Nation. This year, in accordance with the theme, "Women Taking the 

Lead to Save our Planet," we pay particular tribute to the efforts of women in preserving and 

protecting the environment for present and future generations.  Read more 
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U.S. Celebrates Women’s Contributions to the World Every March 

Women’s role in the environmental or “green” movement is 2009 focus 

 Logo for the Women's History Month 2009 theme, Women Taking the Lead to Save our 

Planet 

The world-renowned marine biologist, author and environmentalist Rachel 

Carson is the inspiration for the 2009 National Women’s History Month 

theme, Women Taking the Lead to Save Our Planet. 

Carson’s 1962 book Silent Spring focused the world’s attention on the harm 

to human health and the environment caused by the indiscriminate use of 

pesticides. Its message was that mankind's growing reliance on these 

chemicals carried real and not fully understood risks. 

She did not urge a ban on all pesticides, but called for more research on their safety, more careful 

and moderate use, and tighter regulations. The federal government conducted a review of pesticide 

policies and, in 1972, banned the pesticide DDT in the United States. Carson and her book are 

credited with launching the modern environmental movement. (See Rachel Carson: Pen Against 

Poison.) Read more 
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United States Recognizes Women of Courage 

Eight exceptional women from around the world honored by State Department  

 

 First lady Michelle Obama and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 

with the 2009 Women of Courage awardees  

Eight exceptional women are being recognized by the U.S. 

secretary of state as “Women of Courage.” The award 

“pays tribute to outstanding women leaders worldwide” 

and “recognizes the courage and leadership shown as 

they struggle for social justice and human rights,” 

according to a March 5 State Department announcement. 

Selected from scores of nominees offered by U.S. embassies around the world, women 

representing Afghanistan, Guatemala, Iraq, Malaysia, Niger, Russia, Uzbekistan and 

Yemen will be honored at the State Department in Washington on March 11. Read more  
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Learn more about Women’s History month: 

 

Milestones in U.S. Women’s History  

Women's Rights in the United States  

Seneca Falls Convention Began Women's Rights Movement  
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Arabesque Festival Dazzles U.S. Audiences 

Arab artists offer poetry, theater, dance, music and more 

 

Caracalla Dance Theatre members perform onstage, combining innovative 

choreography, an original musical score and vivid showmanship. 

 

On the lower level of Washington’s John F. Kennedy Memorial 

Center for the Performing Arts, where the complex’s gift shop 

usually is situated, a souk is in place, filled with garments and 

jewelry and other attractive wares from the Middle East. 

The change is temporary, linked to Arabesque: Arts of the Arab 

World, the festival of culture from nearly two dozen Arab 

countries that is filling the center’s theaters and public spaces 

from late February through much of March. Read more  

 

 

20

 
Muslim Americans: A National Portrait 

An in-depth analysis of America's most diverse religious community 

Muslim Americans: A National Portrait represents the first-ever nationally representative 

study of a randomly selected sample of Muslim Americans. The results shed light on one 

of the most diverse religious groups in the United States, reflecting the economic, racial, 

and political diversity within America itself. This study allows the reader to better 

understand the perspectives of Muslim Americans on “kitchen table” issues, from the 

economy to emotional well-being, while comparing them with other religious and racial 

groups in American society.  Download AmericanMuslimReport.pdf (5484875 bytes) 
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Web Chats 

 
Web chats are online, text-based discussions that allow audiences 

outside the United States to interact with American citizens on a wide 

range of topics. U.S. government and private sector subject experts, 

academics, journalists, and everyday citizens are brought on as guests 

to do web chats on USINFO. 

 

To participate, you only need a computer with Internet access and a browser. There is no 

special software to be downloaded.  

Women on the Bench: Pioneers for Gender Equality 

Date & Time:  

March 18, 2009 at 5 p.m. Syria Time 

 

Guest: Maryland First Lady and Judge Katie O’Malley 

Enter chat: http://statedept.connectsolutions.com/conx 

Open Forum and the International Women’s Entrepreneurial Challenge: 

Supporting Women-Led Businesses 

Date & Time:  

March 19, 2009 at 3 p.m. Syria Time 

 

Guest: Rachel Allgood, CEO of Isocurve 

Enter chat: http://statedept.connectsolutions.com/global 

Online Outreach and Political Campaigns 

Date & Time:  

March 26, 2009 at 12 a.m. Syria Time 

 

Guest: Joe Rospars, Media Director for President Obama’s 2008 Presidential Campaign 

Enter chat: http://statedept.connectsolutions.com/culture 

 

No registration is needed. Simply choose "Enter as a Guest," type in your preferred 

screen name and join the discussion. 
 
 

Websites of Interest 

Below are several articles on health issues prominent in the Middle East region: 

 

Diabetes Threatens Lives Worldwide 

http://www.america.gov/st/health-

english/2008/April/20080410113749liameruoy0.5424921.html 

  

New Grant Program Targets Chronic Diseases in Developing World       

$1.5 million annually will help fight cancer, heart disease, and diabetes 

http://www.america.gov/st/health-

english/2008/September/20080910120542elebeg9.388369e-02.html  
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Obesity Becoming Worldwide Health Threat   

http://www.america.gov/st/health-

english/2008/July/20080718153255abretnuh0.5916712.html  

 

Heart Disease a Leading Cause of Death Worldwide  

http://www.america.gov/st/health-

english/2008/July/20080724175631abretnuh0.9819757.html 

 

 

Blogs at America.gov 

Blogs at America.gov offers readers a place to join in conversation on variety of topics 

with experts from the United States and around the world. We encourage you to share 

your thoughts with our bloggers and fellow readers in the comments section of each post.  
Click on the title in red to go to the website. 

First 100 Days: Following Barack Obama 
 
By Michelle Austein Brooks 

First 100 Days will follow President Obama's initiatives and policy 

directions. We'll look at new presidential orders, policies on the 

economy, alternative energy and foreign affairs, and his use of 

new media. We’ll review the new president's progress and governing style, take a look at 

the challenges of governing the United States, and keep you informed about the fun 
moments as well. We encourage you to share your thoughts on the president’s job. 

Day 52: More than half way through the First 100 Days 

For the past 51 days, First 100 Days has been chronicling the Obama administration.  

The first 100 days is a traditional period of political accountability in U.S. democratic 

process. Since Franklin D. Roosevelt took office in 1933, Americans have followed closely 

the progress a president makes in his first 100 days. Those 100 days are viewed as a 

time to measure a president’s character and an opportunity to see if he makes good on 
his campaign promises.  

Readers of this blog have closely been following President Obama. How well do you think 
he has performed so far? And what would you like to see him do in the next 58 days? 

Add you own comment 
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EJournal USA 
 

 

 

  

 

E-Journal USA: 

 

A monthly electronic journal available in multiple languages about U.S. 

foreign affairs and U.S. society and culture. 

: إي جورنال يو  إش إيه

 

 
 

 

 

Nonviolent Paths to Social Change 

The past 30 years have seen a surge of nonviolent, “people power” 

movements around the world advancing human rights and toppling 

repressive rulers. This edition of eJournal USA demonstrates that 

nonviolent actions can be more powerful than armed insurrections in 

bringing about social change. Inside this publication 

 

 

 

 الإرث القومي: المتنسهات القومية

اىش٘اطئ ٌَيل اىَ٘اطُْ٘ الأٍٍزمٍُ٘ ّظاٍاً ٍِ اىَرْشٕاخ اىقٍٍ٘ح اىَْرشزج فً أّحاء اىثلاد ٌشَو 

جٍَع اىَ٘اطٍِْ الاٍٍزمٍٍِ، إىى . ٗاىجثاه ٗاىْصة اىرذمارٌح ٗطاحاخ اىَعارك ٌٗحافظُ٘ عيٍٖا

حذٍ ٍا، ٍظؤٗىُ٘ عِ إدارج اىَ٘اقع اىرً ذشنيد فٍٖا صفحاخ اىرارٌخ، حٍث ذزذفع اىجثاه اىشاٍخح 

. ًٌ٘ منْش ثٌٍَِٕٗ ٌحافظُ٘ عيى ٕذٓ اىَرْشٕاخ ىيَظرقثو، ٌٗرعاٍيُ٘ ٍعٖا اه. ٗذْظاب الأّٖز

. ىٍض ْٕاك ٍا ٕ٘ أٍٍزمً أمثز ٍِ ٍرْشٕاذْا اىقٍٍ٘ح: "ٗمَا قاه اىزئٍض الأطثق فزاّنيِ رٗسفيد

ٗاىفنزج الأطاطٍح خيف إّشاء ٕذٓ اىَرْشٕاخ فنزج ". فاىَْاظز اىطثٍعٍح ٗاىحٍاج اىثزٌح تيذٌح أصٍيح

إي ج٘رّاه ٌ٘ أص آٌٔ ٍْاظز ٌٗقذً ٕذا اىعذد ٍِ ". ًٕٗ تاخرصار اُ اىثيذ ٍيل ىيشعة. أصٍيح

رائعح ٍِ اىَرْشٕاخ اىقٍٍ٘ح، ٗىَحح ذارٌخٍح عِ ٕذا اىْظاً اىشاطع، ٗرطاىرٔ اىَرَثيح تاىَحافظح 

  .عيى اىطثٍعح ٗتأت٘اتٔ اىَفر٘حح أٍاً جٍَع اىْاص
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Photo Gallery 
and Videos 

 
Offering an audio-visual tour of the stories and issues shaping our world, the photo 

gallery and videos are two of many invaluable services “America.gov” site offers for its 

audience. Both, the gallery and videos can be browsed by the following subjects: Foreign 

Policy, U.S. Politics, American Life, Democracy, Science and Health.  

 

Photo Gallery: Please visit the below galleries or go to the photo gallery direct link to 

see more photo collections. 

 

http://www.america.gov/multimedia/photogallery.html#7a78bf28-e356-4d21-a311-

0c218ec8f6f8 

 
Videos: Please point the mouse on any picture then use “Ctrl” key and click on the link 

to take you to the video you want to watch or go to the link below to see all the video 

collection. 

 
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.html?playerId=1475282956 
 

 

 

Jury Duty: A Cinematic 

Experience  

1:32 

 

 

 

Paralympics Hopeful 

Melissa Stockwell  

2:17 
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Science & Health: 

 

Nanotechnology: Among 

the Atoms 

 

 

American Life: 

  

 

 

 

American Life: 

 

Arabesque — Arts of 

the Arab World 
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Education 

 

Small U.S. College Ranks Number 1 in Entrepreneurial Education 

 

Tiffany Lien, a Babson College student from New Jersey, teaches entrepreneurship at 

a high school in Sekondi, Ghana. 

Babson College in Wellesley, Massachusetts, is a hatchery from 

which business students emerge ready to start their own 

businesses. 

U.S. News and World Report magazine has ranked Babson’s 

undergraduate school as the Number 1 educational institution for entrepreneurs in the 

United States for 12 years. In its rankings of graduate schools, the magazine has given 

the tops-in-entrepreneurship award to Babson’s master of business administration (MBA) 

program for 15 years. Read more 

 
Timeline 
 

 

Education Adopts Latest Technology  

From the typewriter to the Internet, technology has revolutionized what people around the world 

consider a classroom. 

 

Did you know? 

 

On the Record 

 

 

The students of Queens 

College in New York represent 

a mosaic of cultural 

backgrounds, and the college 

grounds are filled with the sounds of 

Hindi, Korean, Spanish, and many other 

languages in addition to English. 

 

 Science and technology are 

increasingly recognized as the 

drivers of economic growth today, and 

they will have an increasing role in the 

future. Nations will prosper in proportion 

to their scientific, technological and 

engineering capacity, in turn a function of 

their strength in both education and 

research.  

Nina Fedoroff, Science and Technology Adviser to the 

U.S. Secretary of State, May 26, 2008 
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Publications 

 

 

Finance and 
Economy  

 

United States Economic Crisis: 

2010 Budget Proposal Outlines Obama Priorities - …The president requests more 

funds for diplomacy and foreign assistance. More nonmilitary aid to Afghanistan and 

Pakistan sought to help those countries boost economic development and confront the 

resurgence of the Taliban. 

 

 

 
 

Abraham Lincoln: A Legacy of Freedom  

The year 2009 marks the bicentennial of the birth of Abraham Lincoln, 

the nation’s 16th president, and the man often considered its greatest 

leader. As the United States endured its greatest crisis, this self-

educated common man supplied the leadership and the moral force 

that bound Americans together and carried them to victory. His vision 

spanned diplomacy and military strategy, political thought and 

elemental justice for all Americans --- including the African-American 

slaves he emancipated. The essays gathered here introduce readers 

to this “best and most widely acclaimed of all Americans.” 

 Inside this publication      اىعزتٍح اىْظخح  
 

 
 

Sketchbook USA 

Sketchbook USA lavishly illustrates many aspects of American life. 

These excerpts depict Americans at work, at play, and engaging in 

civic activities. View the entire Sketchbook USA and all its many 

photographs here. 

Inside this publication 
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Government Actions Seen Affecting Economic Recovery - … The effectiveness of 

actions taken by the Federal Reserve, the U.S. Treasury and other federal agencies in 

restoring financial stability will determine much of the timing and strength of the 

economic recovery, Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke says. 

 

Some Small U.S. Companies Thrive Despite Recession - Thomas Johnson, a native 

of Ghana, owns a thriving manufacturing company in Virginia that has not been touched 

by the recession. 

 

World Bank: Developing Countries Facing Major Shortfalls - In advance of the G20 

economic conference of advanced and large developing economies, the World Bank has 

issued a global forecast indicating that developing countries without adequate credit 

sources are facing financing shortfalls of $270 billion to $700 billion this year. Read more 
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 Investment in Clean Technology Rising in U.S.  

U.S.-based venture capital investments in energy technologies rose six 

fold between 2003 and 2007, and strong growth is predicted in the future 

in an otherwise moribund U.S. economy. Read more 

Some Small U.S. Companies Thrive Despite Recession  

Despite all the economic gloom and doom, some nimble and 

entrepreneurial small firms continue to do brisk business. Find out what 

their secret is. 

 إزدهارا تشهد صغيرة أميركية شركات الإقتصادي، الركود رغم

 

Did you know? 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, working 

with the National Inventors Hall of Fame 

Foundation and an advertising group, is 

sponsoring a contest to ignite the spirit of 

invention in students. 

For more information, please visit: 
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/inspiringinvention/ 
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